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THE  IDEAL HOUSE

Two things are necessary in any neighbourhood where
we propose to spend a life: a desert and some living

There are many parts of the earth's face which offer
the necessary combination of a certain wildness with
a kindly variety. A great prospect is desirable, but
the want may be otherwise supplied; even greatness
can be found on the small scale; for the mind and
the eye measure differently. Bold rocks near hand
are more inspiriting than distant Alps, and the thick
fern upon a Surrey heath makes a fine forest for the
imagination, and the dotted yew trees noble moun-
tains. A Scottish moor with birches and firs grouped
here and there upon a knoll, or one of those rocky
seaside deserts of Provence overgrown with rosemary
and thyme and smoking with aroma, are places where
the mind is never weary. Forests, being more en-
closed, are not at first sight so attractive, but they
exercise a spell; they must, however, be diversified
with either heath or rock, and are hardly to be con-
sidered perfect without conifers. Even sand-hills,
with their intricate plan, and their gulls and rabbits,
will stand well for the necessary desert.
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